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“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIANTIONS.—There is
authorzed 1o be approprioted fo carry out this section,
$5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2007 through 2011.7.
TITLE VI—HOUSING OPPORTUNI-

TIES AND SAFETY FOR BAT-

TERED WOMEN AND CHIL-

DREN
SEC. 601. ADDRESSING THE HOUSING NEEDS OF VICTIMS

OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, DATING VIOLENCE,
SEXUAL ASSAULT, AND STALKING.

The Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C.
13701 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“Subtitle N—Addressing the Hous-
ing Needs of Victims of Domestic
Violence, Dating Violence, Sex-
ual Assault, and Stalking

“SEC. 41401. FINDINGS.

“Congress finds thal:

“(1) There 1s a strong link between domestic vio-

lence and  homelessness. Among cifies suwrveyed, 44

percent identified domestic molence as a primary

cause of homelessness.
“(2) Ninety-two percent of homeless women have

experienced severe physical or sexuval abuse at some
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point an thewr Lives. Of all homeless women and chil-
dren, 60 percent had been abused by age 12, and 63
percent have been victims of tntomate partner vwolence
as adults.

“U3) Women and fumalies across the country are
being diserimenated against, dened access to, and
even ceicted from public and subsidized housing be-
cause of their status as victims of domestic violence.

“4) A vecent survey of legal service providers
arownd the country found that these providers have
responded 1o alwost 150 documented eviction cases in
the lust year alone where the tenant wus evicted be-
cause of the domestic violence crimes committed
against her. In addiion, nearly 100 clients were de-
nied housing because of thew status as victims of do-
mestie violence.

“(5) Women who leave thewr abusers frequently
lack adequate emergency shelter options. The lack of
adequate emergency options for victims presents o se-
rious threat to thewr safety and the safety of their chil-
dren. Requests for emergency shelfer by homeless
women  with children  increased by 78 percent of
Unated States eilies swrveyed o 2004, In the swine

year, 32 pervcent of the requests for shelter by homeless
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Jamilies went wmmet due to the lack of avatlable cmer-
gency shelter beds.

“16) The average stay at an emeryency shelter (s
60 days, while the average length of Tome it takes a
homeless fomily to secure housing s 6 to 10 months.

“(7) Victims of domestic violence often vetirn fo
abusive paitners because they cannol find Tong-ferm
housing.

“(8) There wre not enough Fedeval howsing rend
vouchers avutlable to accommaodate the number of peo-
ple an need of long-term housing. Some people vemevin
on the waiting list for Federal housing rent vonchers
Jor years, while some lists are closed.

“(9) Transitional housing resouvees and services
provide an essenfial continuum befween emergency
shelter provision and independent livang. A najority
of women n transtfional housing programs stoted
that had these programs not existed, they would have
lakely gone back to abusive partners.

“(10) Because abusers frequently manipulate fi-
nances moan effort to control their paytners, victims
often lack steady income, eredit history, landlord ref-
evences, and a curvent addiess, oll of which are nec-

essary to obtoin long-ferm permanent houstny.
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“(11) Vietuns of domestic violence n rural areas
Juce additional barriers, challenges, and wnigue cir-
cumstances, such as geographieal isolution, porerty,
lack of public transportation systems, shortages of
health  cave prowviders, amnder-inswvance ov lack  of
health vnsurance, difficulty enswring confidentiality
wi siall convinenaties, and decreased aecess fo many
resources (such as advanced education, job opportuni-
ties, and adequate childeare).

“(12) Congress and the Secretury of Housing
and Urban Developmenl have recogiized i recent
years that faomalies experiencing domestic violence
have unwpue needs that should be addressed by those

adintnstering the Fedeval housing progroaans.

“SEC. 41402. PURPOSE.

“The purpose of this sublitle is to reduce domestic vio-

lence, dating violence, sexnal assuult, and stalking, and to

prevent homelessness by—

“(1) protecting the sufety of viefuns of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assanll, and stalking
who reside in howmeless shelters, publie housing, us-
sisted housing, tribally designated housing, or other
emergency, transifional,  permanent, or  affordable

housing, and enswring that such victuns have mean-
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mgful access to the crivvinal gustice system without
Jeopaidizing such housing;

“(2) creating long-term houwsing  solutions that
develop C()’}Hf’l'l't-?,f’fll?f!-(;',s-' and provide sustainable Iving
solutions for victims of domestie violence, duting vio-
lence, sexual assawdt, and stalking;

“(3) buddding collaborations among vcietim seri-
iwce providers, homeless service providers, housing pro-
widers, and housing agencies o provide appropriate
serpiees, anterventions, and training to address the
housing needs of victims of dowmeslic violence, dating
violence, sexual assaudt, and stalking; wnd

“(4) enabling public and assisted housing agen-
cres, Iribally  designated  housing  entities, provate
landlords,  property  management companies, und
other housing providers and agencies {o vespond ap-
propriately to domestic violence, dating violence, ser-
wal assault, and stalking, while nardainimg o safe
environment for all housing vesidents.

“SEC. 41403. DEFINITIONS.

“For purposes of this subfitle
“(1) the term ‘assisted housing’ means housiing
14 )

cisststed—
“(A} under sections 213, 220, 221(d)(3),

2RI(A)(1), 223(e), 231, or 236 of the National
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1 Housing Act (12 US.C. 17151(d)(3), (d)(4), ov
2 171521);
3 “(B) under section 101 of the Housing and
4 Uvban Developmnent Act of 1965 (12 US.C.
5 1701s);
6 “OC) under section 202 of the Housing et
7 of 1959 (12 U.8.C. 1701q);
8 “(0) under section 811 of the Cranston-
9 Gonzales Notional Affordable Housing Act (42
10 US.C. 8013);
11 “(R) wander tifle IT of the Cranston-Gonzales
12 National  Affordable  Housing Act (42 U.S.(.
13 12701 et seq.);
14 () under subletle D of title VIII of the
15 Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing
16 Aet (42 US.C. 129071 ef seq.);
17 “(G) under title I of the Housing and Com-
18 ity Development Aet of 1974 (42 US.(C.
19 5301 et seq.); or
20 “(H) wnder section 8 of the United States
21 Housing Aet of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f);
22 “2) the term ‘continuum of care’ weans a com-
23 macnaly plan developed 1o organize and deliver hous-
24 g and services to meet the specific needs of people
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who are homeless as they move to stable housing and
achreve anarvmun self-sufficiency;

“(3) the term  Tow-income houstng  ussistance
voncher” means housing assistance deseribed in section
8 of the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42
U.8.C 14377);

“(4) the terme “public housing’ means housing de-
seribed an section 3(0)(1) of the United States Hous-
ity Aet of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437a(h)(1));

“(3) the term ‘public housing agency’ means on
agency  described in o section 3(h)(6) of The United
NStates Housing Aet of 1937 (42 US.C. 1437a(b)(6));

“(6) the terms ‘homeless’, ‘homeless individual’
and ‘Tomeless person—

“(4) mean an ndwidual who lacks a fired,
reguluy, and adequate nighttime residence; and
“(B) includes—
“(i) an tndvidual 1who—

“(I) s shaving the housing of
other persons due to loss of houstng,
economee hardship, or a similar rea-
SON;

“(I) is Decing o a molel, hotel,

trater park, o campground due to the
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lack of ullernative  adequate  accom-
modations;
“(HI) s Living in an emergency
or transitional shelter;
“(IV) 1s abandoned in a hospital;
or
“(V) ws wwearting foster carve place-
ment;
“tir) an individual who has a primary
‘n:a;g]n‘.fi-n'm restdence that is o public or pri-
vate place not designed for or ordinariy
used as o vegular sleeping accommodation
Jor hwman beings; or
“tinr) ngratory childven  (as  defined
m secton 1309 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Bduweation Act of 1965, 20 US.C.
G399) who qualify as homeless under this
sectin because the childven ave living in
cirenmstunces deseribed in this puragraph;
“(7) the term ‘homeless service provider’ means
« nonprafit, nongoverminental homeless service pro-
vuder, such as a homeless shelter, a homeless sevvice or
advocacy  program, o tribal  organization  serving
homeless individuals, or coalition or other nonprofit,

nongovermwmental orgarization carrying out a com-
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[

munity-based homeless or housing programm that has
a docwmented  history of effective work concerning
homelessness;

“(8) the term ‘tribally designated housing’ means
hotsing assistunce deseribed in the Native American
Housing  dssistance and  Self-Determanation det of
1996 (25 US.C. 4107 et seq.); and

“(9) the term ‘tribally designated housing entity’

mens a housing entily deseribed in the Native Amer-

L e = Y . N S N

wean Housing Assiestance and Self-Determination det
11 of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103(27));

12 “SEC. 41404. COLLABORATIVE GRANTS TO INCREASE THE

13 LONG-TERM STABILITY OF VICTIMS.

14 “la) QRANTS AUTHORIZED.—

15 “(1) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of Health and
16 Hheman Sevvices, acting through the Administration
17 of Children and Foamiles, n partnership with the
18 Secretary of Housing and Urban Developmnent, shall
19 awavd grants, contracts, or cooperative agreemnents for
20 a period of not less than 2 years to eligible entities
21 to develop long-term  sustoinalility  and  self-suffi-
22 ciency options for adult and youth victims of domes-
23 tue molence, dating violence, sexual assaull, and stalk-
24 wy who uve currently homeless or at sk for becom-
25 tng howmeless.
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“(2) AMouNT—The Secretary of Iealth and

Hhonan Services shall award funds in amoents—

“C) not less than $25,000 per year; and

“(B) not more than $1,000,000 per yeur.
“(h) ErrcipLe Extrries—To be eligible to receive
Junds wnder this section, an entity shall demonstrate that
it oas @ coalition or paytnership, applying jointly, thal—
“(1) shall nclude o domestic violence victim

serice provider;

“(2) shall include

“(A4) a homeless service provider;

“(B) a nonprofit, nongovernmental commu-
nity housing development organization or a De-
partment of Agriculture ruval housing service
program; or

“CC) in the absence of a homeless service
provider on tribol lands or nonprofif, nongovern-
mental community housing development organi-
zatton on tribal lands, o tibally  designated
housing entity or imbal housing consortium;

“(3) may nclude o dating wiolence, sexual as-
sault, or stalking victim service provider;
“(4) way nclude housing developers, housing

corporations, State housing finance agencies, other

i HR 3402 EAS
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housing agencies, and associations representing land-

lovds;

“5) muy mclude « public housing agency or
tribally designated housing entity;

“(6) muy include fenant organizations in public
or tribally designated housing, as well as nonprofit,
nongovernanental tenant organizations;

“(7) may include other nonprofit, nongovern-
mental  organizations parbicipating ©n the Depasi-
ment of Housing and Urban  Development’s Con-
trnuem of Clare process;

“(8) muy include a State, tribal, territoriol, or
local government or government agency; and

“(9) amay nclude any other agencies or non-
profit, nongovernmental organizations with the ca-
pucity to provide effective help to adullt and youth
victims of domestic violence, dating wviolence, sexual
assoult, or stalking.

“(c) APPLICATION —Each eligible entity seeking fiends
wnder this section shall sulmit an application to the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services al such fome, i such
manner, and confaining such iformation as the Secretary
of Health and Hwman Seriices may require.

“ld) USE OF FUNDS.—
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“(1) IN GENERAL~—Funds awarded to eligible

entities wnder subsection (o) shall be used to design
or replicate and implement new activities, services,
and prograims to wnerease the stalnlity and self-suffi-
crency of, and create partnerships to develop long-
term housing options for adult and youth victims of
domestie violence, dating violence, sernal assault, or
stalking, and theiwr dependents, who are currently
homeless or at sk of becoming homeless.

“(2) ACTIVITIES, SERVICES, PROGRAMS.—Siuch
activities, services, or programs described in para-
graph (1) shall develop sustainable long-term living
solutions in the community by—

“(A)  coordinating  efforts  and  resources
among the wvarious groups and orgamzations
comprised 1 the enlily to access existing private
and public funding;

“(B) assisting with the placement of indi-
vichials and firnilies wn long-term housing; and

“(O) providing services to help individuals
or famales find and moarntain long-ferm hous-
ing, wncluding financial assistance and support
ServIees;

“U3) may develop purtnerships with individuals,

organizations, corporations, or other endities that pro-

1 HR 3402 EAS
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vide capital costs for the purchase, preconstruction,
construction, renovalion, repair, or conversion of af-
Jorduble housing units;

“(4) wmay use funds for the administrative ex-
penses velated to the continuing operation, wupkeep,
maintenance, and use of housing deseribed in para-
graph (3); and

“(5) may provide to the community information
about housing and housing programs, and the process
to locute and obtan long-term housing.

“le) LIMITATION—Funds provided under paragraph
(@) shall not be used for constriction, modernization or ven-
ovation.

“(f) UNDERSERVED POPULATIONS AND PRIORITIES.—
In awarding grants wnder this section, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services shall—

“(1) gwe priority to lngpistically and enlturally
specific services;

“(2) give priovity to applications from entities
that include a sexual assawlt service provider as de-
seribed o subsection (h)(3); and

“3) award a mingmum of 15 pevcent of the
Junds appropriated under this section e any fiscal
yeur to tribul organizations.

For purposes of this section:

“(g) DEFINITIONS.
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1 “(1) AFFORDABLE HOUSING.—The term “ufford-
2 able housing’ means housing that complies with the
3 conditions set forth n section 215 of the Cranston-
4 Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C.
5 12745).

6 “(2) LONG-TERM HOUSING.—The term long-term
7 howsing” means housing that is sustainable, accessible,
8 affordable, and safe for the foreseeable futwre and 15—
9 “(A) rented or owned by the individual;
10 “(B) subsudized by a voncher or other pro-
11 gram which s not tane-limited and is available
12 Jov as long as the individial meets the eligibility
13 requirements ]‘01 the voucher or program; or
14 “(C) provided directly by a program, agen-
15 ¢y, or organization and 15 not time-lunited and
16 15 available for as long as the individual meels
17 the elupbility  requirements for the program,
18 agency, or organization.
19 “th) Evarvariox, MONITORING, ADMINISTRATION,

20 AND  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE.—For  purposes of  this

21 section—

22 “(1) up to 5 percent of the funds appropriated
23 wnder subsection (i) for each fiscal year may be used
24 by the Secvetury of Health and Human Services for

tHR 3402 EAS




[t N o e N = T ) T SO ' T N Ty

| N A L R e e S e S S S G
P B T R \ S o BN o B oo S S B = S ¥, B T X S NG S

193
evaluation, monitoring, and  administration  costs
wnder this section; and
“(2) up to 8 percent of the funds appropriated
wider snbsection (i) for each fiscal year may be used
to provude fechnical assistance to grantees nnder this
section.

“U1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. —There ave
authorized to be appropriated $10,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2007 throngh 2011 1o carry oul the provisions of this
section.

“SEC. 41405. GRANTS TO COMBAT VIOLENCE AGAINST
'WOMEN IN PUBLIC AND ASSISTED HOUSING.

“(a) PURPOSE.—IT is the purpose of this section to as-
stst eligible grantees i vesponding appropriately to dowmes-
tic violence, dating violence, sexual assoult, and stall-ing
so that the status of being o victim of such a crime is not
a reuson for the denial or loss of housing. Such assistance
shall be accomplished throwgh—

“(1) education and training of eligible entities;

“(2) development and implementation of appro-
priate housing policies and practices;

“(3) enhancement of colluboration with uvietim
service providers and tenant organizations;

“(4) reduction of the number of victims of such

erimes who are evicled or denied hovusing because of
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crimes and lease violations committed o divectly
caused by the peypetrators of sueh erimes.
“(b) GRANTS AUTIHORIZED. —

“(1) IN GENERAL—The AMlorney General, ucting
through the Divector of the Violence Against Women
Office of the Departinent of Justice (‘Divector’), and
e consultation wath the Secretary of Howsing and
Urban Development (‘Secretary’), and the Secretary
of Health and Hwman Services, acting through the
Admimistration  for Children, Youth and Fumilies
((ACYEF’), shall award grants and contracts for not
less thun 2 years to eligible grantees to promaote the
Jull and equal access to and use of housing by adull
and youth viclims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalling.

“(2) AMoUNTS.—Not less thun 15 percent of the

Sunds appropriated to carry oul thes section shall be
avatlable for grants to tribally designated howsing en-
fafies.

“(3) AWARD BASIS.—The Attorney General shall

award grants and contracts wnder this section on a
competitive basis.

“(4)  Limrrariox—Appropricled  funds  may
only be used for the prrposes deseribed in subsection

(7.
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1 “le) ELIGIBLE GRANTEES.

2 “(1) IN GENERAL—Eligible grantees are—

3 ) public housing agencies;

4 “(B) principally ananaged public housing
5 restdent  management  corporations, as  defer-
6 wined by the Secretary;

7 “C) publie housing projects owned by pub-
8 lic housing agencies;

9 “(D) tribally  designated  housing  entities;
10 airdd

11 “(K) private, for-profit, and nonprofit own-
12 ers or manugers of assisted housing.

13 “02) NUBMISSION REQUIRED FOR ALL GRANT-
14 EES.—T0o veceive assistance under this section, an eli-
15 gible grantee shall certify that—

16 “(A) its policies and practices do not pro-
17 it or lomat o resident’s vight to simmon police
18 or other emeryency assistance in vesponse to do-
19 mestie violence, duling violence, sexrual assanlt,
20 or stalking;
21 “(B) programs and services are developed
22 that give a preference in admission to adult and
23 youth victims of such violence, consistent with
24 local housing needs, and applicable low and the
25 Secretary’s instructions;
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“(C) it does not diseriminafe ugainst any
PEFSOn—
“(i) because that person dis or is per-
cewed to be, or hus a fumily or houschold
member who is or is percewved to be, a 1ie-
tone of sweh violence; or
“(ii) becanse of the aclions or threat-
ened actions of the indwrdual who the vic-
tim, as certified 1n subsechion (e), states has
committed oy threatened to commit acts of
sueh violence against the victim, or against
the vietim’s fumaly or household member;
“(D) plans are developed that establish
wmeaningful consultation and coovdination with
local victim service providers, tenant organiza-
tions, lingnistically and cultwrally speeific serv-
we providers, State domestic violence and sexrual
assault coalitions, and, wheve they erist, tribal
domestic violence and sexnal assaull coulitions;
and

“(E) ats policies and practices will be in
compliance with those described in this para-
graph within the later of 1 year or a period se-
lected by the Attorney General in consultation

with the Secretary and ACYF.
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“(d) ArPLICATION —Each eligible entity seeking a
groant wnder this section shall sulmil an application to the
Attorney General at such o time, in such o manner, and
containeng such anformation as the dttorney General may
requiie.
“Ce) CERTIFICITION. —

“(1) IN GENERAL—A public housing agency,

tribally designated housing entity, or assisted housing
provider veceiving funds wnder this section may re-
quest that oan indwrdual clavmang relief wnder this
section certify that the individual 4s a vietim of do-
mestic viwlence, dating violence, sexrual assunlt, or
stalking. The individual shall provide a copy of such
certification to the public housing agency, teibally
destgnated housing entity, or assisted housing pro-
vider weithin o reasonable period of time after the
agency or mithority reguests such cevtification.

“(2) CONTENTS.—An individual wmay satisfy the
certification rvequirement of paragraph (1) by—

“(A) providing the public housing agency,
trihally  designated honsing entity, or assisted
housing provider wath documentation, signed by
an employee, agent, or volunteer of a wvictim
service provider, an attorney, « member of the

clesgy, a medical professional, or any other pro-
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Jesswonal from whom the victim has sought assist-
ance i addressing domestic wmolence, dating vio-
lence, sexual ussoult, or stolking, or the effects of
abise; or
“(B) producing u Federal, State, tribal, ter-

ritovial, or local police or court record.

“3) LIITATION.—Nothing in this subsection
shall be construed to require any housing agency, as-
sisted housing provider, tribally designated howsing
entily, owner, or manager to demund thot an indi-
vidual  produce official documentation or physical
ool of the indwidual’s status as a vietim of domes-
tic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalk-
g, e order 1o veceive any of the benefils provided
in this section. A houstng agency, assisted housing
provider, tribally designated housing entity, owner, or
manager moy provide benefits to an individual Dused
solely on the individual’s statement or other corrobo-
ruting evidence.

“(4) CONFIDENTIALITY —

“(4) IN GENERAL—AIL information pro-
wided to any housing agency, assisted housing
provider, tribally  designated  housing  entity,
owner, or manager purswand to paragraph (1),

meluding the fuel that an indwidual is a victim
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of domestic violence, dating violence, sexuod as-
sandi, or stalking, shall be vetained in confidence
by such agency, end shall neither be entered intfo
any shared database, nor provided to any related
honsing agency, assisted housing provider, trib-

ally designated housing entity, owner, or man-

ager, except to the extentd that disclosuse 1s
“(1) requested or consented to by the
wmdrndual in writing; or
“ir) otherwise required by applicable
laaw.

“(B) NOTIFICATION.—Public housing agen-
cies must provide notice to tenants of their rights
wnder thes section, including their right to con-
fidentwalety and the Limats theveof, and to owners
and managers of their vighls and obligations

under this section.

“f) USE oF FUNDS.—Grants and contracts awarded
prersuant to subsection (a) shall provide to eligible entities
personnel, training, and technical assistance to develop and
wnplement  policies, praclices, and procedures, making
physical improvements or changes, and developing or en-

haneing collaborations for the purposes of—

“(1) enabling victims of domestic violence, dut-

ing violence, sexual assault, and stalking with other-
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wise disqualifiping rental, credit, or criminal histories
to be eligible to obtain housing or housing assistance,
if such victims would otherwise qualify for housing or
houstng assistance and can provide documented evi-
dence that demonstrates the causal connection befween
such violence or abuse and the victims™ negative his-
tories;

“(2) permitting applicants for housing or hous-
wng assistance to provide incomplete venial and em-
ployment hastories, otherwise requived as « condition
of admission or assistance, if the victim believes that
proveding such vental and employmend history wonld
endanger the victim’s or the victim children’s safety;

“(3) protecting victims’ ('ma_,}‘f}irie-)?.t'r}dﬂfrity, smelind-
ing protection of victims’ personally identifying infor-
mation, address, or rental history;

“(1) assisting victims who need to leave a public
housing, tribally designated housing, or assisted hows-
wng wmit quackly to protect their sufety, including
those who are seeking transfer to a new public hous-
wng wmt, trbally designated housing wnat, or assisted
housing wnat, whether in the saome or a different
newghborhood or jurisdiction;

“(5) enabling the public housing agency, tribally

designated housing entity, or assisted housing pro-
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vides, or the victim, to remove, consistent with appli-
cable State law, the perpetrator of domestic violence
2 (0 2
dating vwlence, sexual assoull, or stalking without
. b ¥ .
evicting, removing, or otherwise penalizing the victim;
pr A2 . 2
“(6) enubling the public housing ageney, tribally
designated housing entity, or assisted housing pro-
vider, when notified, to honor cowrt orders addressing
rights of access to or control of the property, includ-
g civil protection orders issued to protect the vietim
and issued to address the distyibution or possession of
property among the household members in cases where
a famaly breaks up;
“(7) developing and implementing more effective
secwitty policies, protocols, and services;
“(8) allotting not more than 15 percent of funds
awarded under the grant 1o make nodest physical
q 1
improvements fo enhance safety;
“(9) traiming personnel to more effectively iden-
tify and respond to victims of domestic violence, dat-
oF o . )
wng violence, sexual assault, and stalking; and
“(10) effectively providing nofice fo applicants
and residents of the above housing policies, practices,
and procedivres.

There

“lg) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

25 are authorized to be appropriated $10,000,000 for cach of
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—

Jiseal years 2007 thyough 2011 to carry out the provisions
of thas section.

“th) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Up to 12 percent of
the amount appropriated wnder subsection (y) for each fis-
cal year shall be used by the Attorney Generul for technical
assistance costs under this section.”.

SEC. 602. TRANSITIONAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE GRANTS
FOR VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, DAT-

ING VIOLENCE, SEXUAL ASSAULT, OR STALK-

e e .- B o S ) I L U T o

ING.
11 {a) IN GEXNERAL—Section 40299 of the Violence
12 Against Women Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 13975) s

13 amended—

14 (1) n subsection (a)—

15 (A) by inserting “the Depavtment of Hous-
16 g and Urban Developinent, and the Depart-
17 ment of Health and Human Services,” after
18 “Department of Justice,”;

19 (B) by wnserting ©, including domestic vio-
20 lence and sexual assault victim service providers,
21 domestic violence and sexnal assanlt coalitions,
22 other nonprofif, nongovernmental organizations,
23 or comamunity-based and cullurally specific orga-
24 nizatrons, that have o documented history of ef-
25 Jeetrve work concerning dowmestic violence, dating
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violence, sexual assuult, or stulking” after “other
orgaizations”; and

(C) an paragraph (1), by inserting *, dai-
wmy veolence, sexnal assaulf, ov stalling” after
“domestic volence”;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by redesignating pavagraphs (1) and
(2) as paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively;

(B) in pavagraph (3), as redesignated, by
mserting © duting violence, sexual ussault, or
stalking” after “violence”;

(C) by inserting before paragraph (2), us
redesignated, the following:

“(1) transitional housing, including funding for

the operating expenses of newly developed or extsting

tramsitional housing.”; and

(D) in paragraph (3)(B) as redesignated,
by inserting “Participation wn the support ser-
1ces shall be voluntary. Receipt of the benefits of
the housing assistance described in paragraph
(2) shall not be conditioned upon the participa-
tion of the youth, adults, or thewr dependents in
any or all of the support services offeved them.”

after “assistance.”;
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(3) wn paragraph (1) of subsection (), by strik-

wng 18 months” and inserting “24 months”;

(4) wn subsection (dj(2)—

() by striking “and” af the end of sub-
paragraph (A);

(B) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as
subparagraph (C}; and

(C) by inserting after subpavagraph (A) the

Jollomwing:

“(B) provide assurances that any  sup-
portive servrces offered 1o partiewpants in pro-
grums developed under subsection (D)(3) are vol-
untary and that refusal to recetve sueh services
shall not be grounds for termination from the
program or eviclion from the victin’s housing;
and’’;

(5) n subsection (ej(2)—

(A) i subparagraph (), by inserfing
“purpose and” before “amount”;

(B) wn clause (i) of subparagraph (C), by
strikang “and’;

(C) in subparagraph (D), by striking the
period and inserting “; and”; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new

subparagraph.:
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“(E) the client population sevved and the
nwmber of tndividuals vequesting services That
the transstional housing  program 4s unable fo
serve as a resull of a lack of resowrees.”; and
(6} in subsection (g)—

() an pavagraph (1), by striking
“$30,0000,000” and tnsevting “$40,000,0007;

(B) in puragraph (1), by striking “20047
and anserting “20077;

(C) in paragraph (1), by striking “2008”
and inseyting “20117;

(D) wn paragraph (2), by striking “not
more than 3 percent” and itnserting “up to 5
pereent”’;

(E) in paragraph (2), by inserting “evalug-
tron, momtoring, technical assistance,” before
“salaries”; and

(F) an paragraph (3), by adding af the end
the followng new subparagraphs:

“(C") UNDERSERVED POPULATIONS.—

“ti) A mineaon of 7 percent of the
total amount wppropriated in ony fiscal
year shall be allocated to tribal organizo-

trons serveng adilt and youth victims of do-
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mestic violence, dating violence, sexunal os-
sarlt, or stalleeng, and Thety dependents.
“lit) Priovity shall be given to projects
developed under subsection (b} that pri-
marily serve wnderserved populations.”.
SEC. 603. PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY PLANS REPORTING
REQUIREMENT.
Section 54 of the United States Housing Act of 1937

(42 U.NS.C. 1437¢—1) is amended.

(1) i subsection (u)—

(4) n paragraph (1), by striking “para-
graph (2)7 and inserting “puragraph (3)7;

(B) by vedesignating paragraph (2} as
paragraph. (3); and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1} the fol-

lonaremg:

“(2) STATEMENT OF GOALS~The 5-year plun
shall include a statement by any public housing agen-
ey of the goals, objectives, policies, ov programs that
will enable the housing authority to serve the needs of
chald and adult wctims of domestic violence, daling
violence, sexual assault, or stalking.”;

(2) i subsection (d), by vedesignating para-

graphs (13), (14), (15), (16), (17), and (18), us para-
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1 graphs (14), (15), (16), (17), (18), and (19), respec-
2 troely; and

3 (3) by inserting after paragraph (12) the fol-
4 lowny:

5 “(13) DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, DATING VIOLENCE,
6 SEXUAL ASSAULT, OR STALKING PROGRAMS.—A de-
7 sereplion of—

8 “(A) any activities, services, or programs
9 provided or offered by an agency, either directly
10 or in partnershap with other service providers, to
11 child or adull victems of domestic violence, dat-
12 g violence, sexrual assaull, or stalking;

13 “(B) any activities, services, or programs
14 provided. or offered by a public housing agency
15 that helps child and adult victims of domestic vi-
16 olence, dating violence, sexval assaull, or stalk-
17 iy, to obtatn or meintuin housing; and

18 “(C) any activities, services, or programs
19 provided or offeved by « public housing wgency
20 to prevent domestic violence, dating violence, sex-
21 nal assault, and stalling, or lo enhance victim
22 safety in assisted families.”.

23 SEC. 604. HOUSING STRATEGIES.
24 Section 105(0)(1) of the Cranston-Gonzalez National
25 Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12705(b)(1)) is amended
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by inserting ufter “bnnunodeficiency syndrome,” the fol-
Ineing: “victins of domestic violence, dating violence, sex-
wal assawdt, andd stalking”.
SEC. 605. AMENDMENT TO THE MCKINNEY-VENTO HOME-
LESS ASSISTANCE ACT.

Section 123 of the Stewart B. McKvnney Homeless As-

sistunce Act (42 U.S.C. 11383) 15 amended
(1) by adding at the end of subsection (a) the fol-
lowng:
“U8) CONFIDENTIALITY. —

“(A) Vierid SERVICE PROVIDERS.—In the
course of awarding grants or wmplementing pro-
grams wunder this subsection, the Secvetary shall
wnistruct any victun service provider that is o re-
cipient or subgrantee not to disclose for purposes
of a Homeless Management Information Systein
personally wdentifinng  wformation  about any
client. The Secretary may, after public notice
and comment, vequive o1 ask such recipients and
subgrantees to disclose for purposes of a Home-
less Management Information System non-pes-
sonally identifinng data that has been de-identr-
Jied, encrypled, or otherunse encoded. Nothing in
this sectiom shall be construed to supersede any

provision of any Federal, Stale, or local law that
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provides greater protection than this paragraph
Jor victuns of dmnestic violence, dating violence,
sexual ussault, or stulking.
“(B) DEFINITIONS
“(1) PERSONALLY IDENTIFYING INFOR-
MATION OR PERSONAL INFORMATION.—The
termn ‘personally wdentifyrng nformation’ or
‘personal information’ means individually
sdentifiing information for or about an -
dividnal  ncluding  nformation  likely to
disclose the location of a victim of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assaunlt, or
statking, wncluding—

“(1) a first and last nome;

“(II) a howme or other physical ad-
dress;

“(IH)  contact  tnformation  (in-
cluding a postal, e-mail or Internet
protocol. address, or telephone or fuc-
sumile number);

“tIv) a socirﬂ seenriby  number;
and

“(V) any other anformation, in-
cluding date of birth, recial or ethnic

background, or religious affiliation,
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i that, in combination with any other
2 non-personally wdentifying information
3 would sevve to identify any individual.,
4 “(ir) VICTIM SERVICE PROVIDER.—The
5 ferm  ‘victim  service provider’ or ‘victimn
6 service providers’ means a nonprofil, non-
7 governmental ovganszation tneluding rape
8 criss centers, battered women’s shelters, do-
9 mestic wviolence Transifional houstng  pro-
10 grams, and other programs whose primary
11 wmission is to provide services to victims of
12 domestic violence, dating violence, sexuul
13 assault, or stalking.”.
14 SEC. 606. AMENDMENTS TO THE LOW-INCOME HOUSING AS-
15 SISTANCE VOUCHER PROGRAM.
16 Section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 1937

17 (42 US.C. 1437f) is amended—

18 (1) wn subsection (¢), by adding at the end the
19 Jfollowing new paragraph:

20 “CONA) That an applicant or participant is or
21 has been a victim of domestic wiolence, dating vio-
22 lence, or stalking is not an appropriate basis for de-
23 mal of program. assistance or for denial of admission,
24 iof the applicant otherwise qualifies for assistunce or
25 admission.
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“(B) An incident or incidents of aclual or
threatened domestic violence, dating violence, or stalk-
g will not be construed as a serious or repedted vio-
lation of the lease by the victim or threatened victim
of thut violence and shall not be good cause for termi-
nating the assistance, tenancy, or occupancy righls of
the wictim of such violence.

“(C)(1) Criminal activity divectly relating to do-
mestic violence, dating violence, ov stalking, engaged
Dy o member of « fenant’s household or any guest
or other persom wnder the tenant’s condrol shall not be
couse for tewnfmaf;irm of assistance, tenancy, or occu-
pancy rights if the tenant or an immediate member
of the tenant’s famaly vs the vietim or threatened vic-
tun of that domestic violence, dating wviolence, or
stalking.

“fir) Notwithstanding elause (i), an owner or
manager may bifurcale a lease wnder this section, in
order Lo evict, remove, ov termanate assistunce to any
wdwwrdual who is a tenant or lawful occupant and
who engages tn criminal acts of physical violence
agawnst family members or others, wathout evicting,
removing, termanating assistance fo, or otherwise pe-
nalizing the victim of such violence who is also a ten-

ant or lawful occupant.
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“1a1) Nothing in clause (1) may be construed fo
lanit the authority of a public housing ageney, owner,
or munager, when notified, to honor court orders wd-
dressing vghts of access to or control of the propesty,
mehiding el protection ovders issued to protect the
victim and issued to address the distribution or pos-
sesston of property among the houschold members 1n
cuses where a fumaly breaks up.

“tiv) Nothing in clause (1) limits any otherieise
avatlable authority of un owner or manager fo evict
or the public housing agency to terminate assistance
to w tenant for any volation of a lease not premised
on the act or acts of violence in question against the
tenant or a member of the lenani’s household, pro-
vided that the owner or manager does not subject an
wndavidual who 1s or has been a victim of domestic vi-
olence, dating violence, or stalking to a more demand-
g standard  than other lenants tn  defermining
whether to evict or terminate.

“lv) Nothing in elause (v) may be construed fo
lymat the authority of an owner, manager, or public
housing agency fo evict or terminate from assistance
any tenant oy lowful occupant of the owner, manager
or public housing agency cun demonstrate an actual

and imwminent threat to other tenanis or those em-
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ployed at oy providing service to the property if that
tenant 1s not evicted or lernvinated from assistasice.

“fer) Nothing in this section shall be construed
to supersede any provision of any Federal, State, or
local low that provides greater profection thun this
section for victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, or stalking.”;

(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) i paragraph (1)(A), by inserting after
“public housing agency” the following: “and that
an appheant or parbicepant 1s or has been a vie-
tim  of domestic violence, dating violence, or
stalling s not an appropriate basis for denzal of
program assistance or for denwal of admisszon of
the applicant otherunse qualifies for assistance or
admassion”;

(B) wn paragraph (1)(B)(u), by inserting
after “other good cause” the following: * and
that an ncident or incidents of actual or threat-
ened domestic violence, dating violence, or stalk-
wng will not be construed as a seirous or repeated
wiolation of the lease by the victsm or threatened
victime of that wiolence and will ot bhe good
cause for terminating the fenancy or occupancy

rights of the victim of such violence”; and
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(C) in paragraph (1)(B)(vi), by inserting

b . k€ U S * ¥ ey 2?2 . ; er.,' . (44
after “lermination of tenaney” the following:

except that (1) criminal activity divectly relating
lo domestic violence, dating violence, ov stalling,
engaged in by o member of « fenunt’s howsehold
or any guest or other person under the tenunt’s
control, shall not be canse for termination of the
tenancy or occupancy righis or program assist-
anee, +f the tenant or imanediate member of the
tenant’s fumely ts o victim of that domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, or stalling; (II) notwith-
stunding subclause (1), a public housing ugency
may terminate assistance to any wndividual who
18 @ tenant or lowful occupant and who engages

e cruminal acts of physical violence against

Jumaly members or others, or an owner or wman-

ager under this section may bifurcate a lease, in
order to evict, remnove, or terminate assistance to
any individual who is « tenant or luwful oceu-
pant and who engages in criminal acts of phas-
wal violence against famaly members or others,
without evieting, vemoving, terminaling assist-
ance to, or othevwise penalizing the victim of
such violence who 1s also a tenant or lawful oc-

cupant; (I11) nothing in subclause (1) may be
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construed to limit the authority of a public hous-
NG agency, owener, or amanager, when notified, to
honor court ovders addressing righls of access to
or control of the property, wncluding civid protec-
twon  orders issuwed to protect the victim and
tssued to address the distribution or possession of
property among the howsehold members in cases
where a family breaks wp; (IV) nothing in sub-
clavse (1) linvts any otherwise available avuthor-
wy of un owner or manager to evict or the public
howsing agency to terminate assistance to a ten-
ant for any violation of a leuse not premased on
the act or acts of violence in question against the
tenant or a wmember of the fenant’s household,
provided that the owner, manager, or public
housing agency does notl subject an individual
who s or has been a victim of domestic violence,
dating violence, or stalking to a more demanding
stundard  than  other tenants in  delermining
whether to evict or terminate; (V) nothing in
subclause (1) wmay be construed to lvmid the au-
thority of an owner or manager to eviet, or the
public housing agency to terminate assistance, to
any tenant if the owner, monager, or public

housing agency can demonstrate an actual and
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wunmanent threat to other tfenants or those ein-
ployed at or providing seveice to the property if
thut tenant 1s not evicted orv termanated from as-
ststance; and (VI) nothing n this section shall be
construed to supersede any promision of any Fed-
eral, State, or local law that provides greater
profection than this section for victims of domes-
bie violence, dating violence, ov stalking.”;
(3) wn subsection (f)—

(A) in porugraph (6), by striking “und”;

(B) in paragraph (7), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new:
paragraphs:

“(8) the term ‘domestic violence’ has the same

meaning grven the Term an sechion 40002 of the Vio-

lence Against Women Act of 1994;

“(9) the ferm ‘dating wiolence’ has the same

meaning grven the term i section 40002 of the Vio-

lence dgainst Women Act of 1994; and

“(10) the term ‘stalking’ means—
“CA)(3) to follow, pursue, or repeatedly com-
wmat acts with the wndent to kall, wngure, havass,

or intumadate anothey person; and
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“(il) to pluce under swrvedlonce with the
wndent to kil dagure, havass, or antinvidale an-
other person; and
“(B) in the course of, or as o resull of. such
Jollowevng,  purswaf, swrveillunce, or  repeatedly
comtted acts, to place a person in reasonable
Jear of the death of, or serions bodily injury to,
or to cause substuntial emotional havin to-—
“(i) that person;
“fir) o member of the immediate fum-
ity of that person; or
“(111) the spouse or intimule partner of
that person; and

“(11) the term C“ivmmediale  family  member’

means, with respect to a person—

“(A) a spouse, parent, brother or sister, or
child of that person, or an individual to whom
that person stands in loco paventis; or

“(B) uny other person living mn the house-
hold of that person and related to that person by
blood and mariage.”;

(4) an subsection (0)—

(4) by inserting ol the end of paragraph

(6)(B) the following new sentence: .“Tim,t an ap-

plicant or participant 4s or has been a victim of
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domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking is
not an appropriate basis for dendal of program
assistance by or for denial of admassion +f the
applicant otheriwise qualifies for assistance for
admassion, and that nothing i this section shull
be construed to supersede any provision of any
Federal, State, or local laaw that provides greater
protection than this section fir victims of domes-
tie tiolence, dating violence, or stalking.”;

(B) wn parvagraph (7)(C), by inserting after
“other good cause” the following: © and that an
mcident or meidents of actual or threatened do-
mestic violence, dating violence, or stalking shall
not be construed as o serious or repeated viola-
tion of the lease by the victim or threatened vie-

tim of that violence and shall not be good cause

Jor termanating the tenaney or occupancy rights

of the victim of sueh violence’;

(C) in pavagraph (7HD), by insevting after
“termination of tenancy” the following: *; ercepl
that (1) criminal activity divectly velating to do-
imestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, en-
gaged wn by a member of a tenant’s household or
any guest or other person under the tenant’s con-

trol shall not be cause for termination of the ten-
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unecy or occupancy rights, of the tenant or vmme-
diate member of the tenanl’s famaly 1s a viclim
of that domestie violence, dufing violence, or
stalking; (i) noticithstanding clavse (1), a public
houstng agency may terminate assistance to any
mdividual who s o tenant or lawful occupant
and who engages . erinmnal acts of physical vi-
olence against family members or others, or an
owner o apanager may Mfurcate a lease under
this section, in order to evict, remove, or fermi-
nete assistance to any individuanl who is a fen-
ant or lawfid occupunt and who engages in
cremnal acts of physieal violence against family
members or others, without evicting, removing,
ternunating assistance to, or otherwise penal-
tzeng the victun of such violence who 1s also a
tenant or lowful occupant; (1) nothing in
clunse (1) may be construed to Limit the author-
1y of a public housing agency, ouwner, or man-
ager, when notified, to honor ecourt orders ad-
dressing mghts of acecess to conirol of the prop-
erty, inchudeng cuil protection orders issued to
protect the victin and issued to address the dis-
tribution or possession of property among the

household  wnembers in  cases where a  family
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Dreaks wp; (i) nothing i clause (i) limits any
otheruqse available authorily of an owner or
munager to eviet or the public housing agency to
lerminate assistance to a tenant for any viola-
fron of u lease not premised on the act or ucts
of violence wn question against the tenant or a
member of the tenant’s household, prowvided that
the owner, manager, or public housing agency
does not subject an individual who 1s or has heen
a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or
stalking to a move demanding standard than
other tenunts i determining whether to evict or
termanate; (v) nothing in clause (i) may be con-
stived to lumid the authority of an owner or
manager to eviet, or the public housing agency
to termanate, assistance to any tenant if the
owner, managey, or public housing agency con
demaonstrate an actual and imminent threat 1o
other tenunts or those employed at or providing
service to the property if that lenant 4s not evict-
ed or terminated from assistance; and (vi) noth-
wng m this section shall be construed to supersede
any provision of any Federal, State, or local low

that provides greater protection than this section
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1 Jor vietims of domestic violence, dating violence,
or stalking.”; and
(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(20) PROIHIBITED BASIS FOR TERMINATION OF AS-

“(4) IN GENERAL—A public housing agency
may not terminate assistance to a participant in the

vowcher program on the basis of an ineident or inei-

2
3
4
5
6 SISTANCE—
7
8
9
0

1 dents of actual or threatened domestic violence, duting
11 vtolence, or stalking against that participandt.
12 “(B) CONSIRUAL OF LEASE PROVISIONS.—
13 Crimanal activity directly velating to domestic vio-
14 lence, dating violence, or stalking shall not be consid-
15 ered a serious or repeated violation of the lease by the
16 vichin or threatened victim of that crimanal activity
17 Justifyrng termination of assistunce to the victim or
18 threatened victin.
19 “C) TERMINATION ON THE BASIS OF CRIMINAL
20 AcTvrry—Criminal activity divectly relating to do-
21 mestic violence, dating wiolence, or stalking shall not
22 be considered cause for termination of assistance for
23 any parficipant or wmanedicote member of a partici-
24 punt’s fomily who is a victim of the domestic vio-
25 lence, dating violence, or stalking.
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“1D) EXCEPTIONS. —

“(1) PUBLIC HHOUSING AUTHORITY RIGHT TO
TERMINATE FOR CRIMINAL ACT8.—Nothing wn
subparagraphs (4), (B), or (C) may be construed
to lumat the andhority of the public housing agen-
cy to ternunate voucher assistance to sndwiduals
who engage m crimninal acls of physical violence
against family members or others.

“(11) COMPLIANCE WITH COURT ORDERS.—
Nothing in subparagraphs (4), (B), or (C) may
be construed to Limit the authority of a public
housing agency, when notified, to honor conrt or-
ders addressing rights of access to or control of
the property, including civil protection orders
1ssued to protect the victim and issued to address
the distribution possession of property among the
household  members tn cases where o fumily
breaks up.

“(r11) PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY RIGHT
TO TERMINATE VOUCHER ASSISTANCE FOR
LEASE VIOLATIONS.—Nothing wn subparagraphs
(4), (B), or (C) limit any otherwise available
arthority of the public housing agency o terma-
nute vorncher assistunce to a tenant for any vio-

lation of a lease not premised on the act or acls
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of violence wn question against the tenant or a
member of the tenant’s household, provided that
the public housing agency does not sulyject an tn-
dwvidual who s or has been a victim of domestic
volence, dating wmolence, or stalking to a more
demandng standard than other tenants in deter-
maning whether Lo terminale.

“fie) PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY RIGHT
TO TERMINATE VOUCHER ASSISTANCE FOR IMMI-
NENT THREAT.—Nothing in subparagraphs (4),
(B), (C) may be construed to limit the authority
of the public housing agency to terminate vouch-
er assistance to a tenant if the public housing
agency con demonstrate an actual and tmminent
threat to other tenants or those employed at or
providing service to the property or public hous-
gy agency if that tenant is not evicted or termi-

nated from asststance.

“(v) PREEMPTION.—Nothing in This section
shall be construed to supersede any provision of
any Federal, State, or local low that provides
greater protection than this section for victims of

domestic vmolence, dating violence, or stalking.”;

(5) in subsection (v)(5), by inserfing after “vio-

&

lation of a lease” the following: *, except that a fam-
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y may receive a voucher from a public housing
agency and move to another jurisdiction wnder the
fenant-bused assistance program af the fumily hos
complied with all other obligations of the section 8
program and has moved out of the assisted dwelling
whit en order to protect the health ov safety of an in-
dividual who is o has been the wictim of domestic vi-
olence, dating violence, or stalking and who reason-
ably believed he or she was vmminently threatened by
harm from further violence if he or she remained in
the assisted dwelling wnit”; and

(6) by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:
“(ee} CERTIFICATION AND CONFIDENTIALITY,—

“(1) CERTIFFCATION.—

“(4) IN GENERAL—An owmer, manager, ov
public howsing agency responding to subsections
(e)(9), (d)(I)(B)(w), (dN1)(B)(iwi), (0)(7)(C),
(0)(7)(D), (0)(20), and (r)(5) may request that
an rndwidual cevtify via a HUD approved cer-
taficatron form that the individual is a victim of
domestic violence, dafing violence, or stalking,
and that the incident or incidents in question
are bona fide metdents of such actual or threat-

ened abuse and meet the requirements set forth
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wm the aforementioned paragraphs. Such cevtifi-
cation shall inchde the name of the perpetiator.
The individual shall provide such certification
within 14 business days after the owner, man-
ager, or public housing agency requests siuch cer-
tification.

“UB) FAILURE 70O PROVIDE CERTIFI-

ATTON,

If the wndividual does not provide the
cevtification wathin 14 business days after the
owner, manager, public housing agency, or as-
sisted housing provider has requesled such cer-
tification in wrifing, nothing in this subsection
or wn subsection  (c)(9), (A)(1)(B)(11),
()1)(B)(wi), (o)(7)(C), (o)(7)(D), (0)(20), or
(r}(5) may be construed to limit the authority of
an. owner or smanager to evict, or the public
howsing agency or ussisted housing provider fo
terminate voucher assistance for, any fenant or
lawful occupant that commils violations of «
lease. The owner, manager, public housing agen-
ey, o1 assisted housing provider may extend the
14-day deadtine at thewr discretion.

“(C) CONTENTS.—An individual may sat-
wsfy the certification requirement of subpara-

graph (A) by—
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“i) providing the requesting owner,
manager, or public housing agency with
docwmentation  swned by an employee,
agent, or volunteer of a victim service piro-
vider, an attorney, or « medical profes-
stonal, from whom the vietin has sought as-
sistance e addresseng  domnestic  violence,
dating violence, sexual assaudt, or stalking,
or the effects of the abuse, in which the pro-
Jessional attests wnder penalty of perpury
(28 UR.C. 1746) to the professional’s belief
that the incident or incidents in question
are bona fide incidents of abuse, and the
vtetiin of domestic violence, dating violence,
or stallang has signed o attested to the doc-
wnentation; or

“(ir) producing a Federal, State, trib-
al, lerritorial, or local police ov court
record.

“(D) LiMITATION.— Nothing in this sub-
f]

section shall be construed to requive an owner,

manager, o public housing agency to demand

that an indwidual produce official documenta-

fwn or physicul proof of the individual’s status

as a victim of domestic violence, dating violence,
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serwal assanlt, or stalking in order to recejve
any of the benefits provided n this section. At
thewr discretion, the owner, manager, or public
houstng agency may provide benefits to an indi-
vidhual based solely on the individual’s statement
or other corroborating evidence.

“(E) COMPLIANCE NOT SUFFICIENT TO CON-
STITUTE EVIDENCE OF UNREASONABLE AT —
Compliance with this statute by an owner, man-
ager, public housing agency, or assisted housing
proveder based on the certification specified in
puragraph (1)(4) and (B) of this subsection or
based solely on the victim’s statement or other
corroborating evidence, as permitted by para-
graph (1)(C) of this subsection, shall not alone be
suffictent to eonstitute evedence of an wnreason-
able act or onvission by an owner, manger, pih-
lic housing agency, or assisted housing provider,
or employee theveof Nothing in this subpura-

graph. shall be construed to limit Lability for

Jarlure to comply unth the requivements of sub-

sections  (¢)(9), (d)(1)(B)(i), (d)(1}(B)(ii),
(N7)C), (0)(THD), (0)(20), or (¥)(5).
“(F) PREEMPTION.—Nothing in this section

shall be construed to supersede any provision of
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Act of 7937 of their rights under this subsection
il subsections (e)(9), (d)(1)(B(vi),
(B (i), ()(7)(C), ()(7)(D), (v)(20), and
(r)(3), tncluding their right to confidentiality
aned the lamits Thereof, and to owners and moan-
agevs of thetr rights and r)b!-ig(nfirms under this
subsection  and  subsections  (c)(9), (d}1)(B(w),
(d)(1)(B)(1ii), (o)(7)(C), (o)(7)(D), (0)(20), and
()(5).7.

SEC. 607. AMENDMENTS TO THE PUBLIC HOUSING PRO-

GRAM.

Section 6 of the United States Housing Act of 1937

(1) wn subscction (¢), by redesignating paragraph,
(3) and (1), as paragraphs (4) and (5), vespectively;

(2) by nserling after pavagraph (2) the fol-
loneing:

“(3) the public housing agency shall not deny
admission fo the project to any applicant on the busis
that the applicant is or has been a victim of domestic
viotence, dating violence, or stalking +f the applicant
otheruise qualifies for assistance or admission, and
that nothing in this section shall be construed to su-
persede any provision of any Federal, State, or local

law that provides greatey profection than this section
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Jor victims of domestic violence, dating violence, or

stalking”;

(3) an subsection (1)(5), by inserting ufter “other

good cause” the follmeing: ) and that an tncident or
merdents of actual o1 threatened domestic riolence,
dating violence, ov stalking wdl not be construed as
a serious or yepeated violation of the lease by the vie-
timm or threatened victim of that violence and will not
be good cause for fermenating the tenancy or occu-
puney rghts of the vickime of such violence”;

(4) an subsection (1)(6), by inserting after “fer-
manation of tenuncy” the following: *; except that (A)
crtmenal  acticity derectly relating to domestic vio-
lence, dating wviolence, or stulling, engaged in by a
wember of a tenant’s household or any guest or other

person nder the tenant’s control, shall not be cause

Jor termination of the fenancy or occupancy rights, if

the tenanl or wnmimediate member of the tenant’s from-
y s o victim of that domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, or stalking; (B) nohiedhstanding subparagraph
(A), a public housing agency wnder this section oy
hifurcate a lease wnder this section, in order to evict,
reinore, or termanate assestance to any individiol
who is o tenant or lawful occupant and who engages

e eromenal acts of physical violence against faneily
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members or others, without evicting, removing, termi-
nating assistanee to, or otherwise penalizing the vie-
fom of such violence who s also « tenant or lawful
occupant; (C) nothing e subparagraph () may be
constried fo limit the authovity of o public honsing
ageicy, when notified, to honor cowrt orders address-
g mghts of access to or contvol of the property, -
cluding cwvil profection ovders issued to protect the
metun and essied to address the distribution or pos-
sesston of property among the household members in
cases where « fannly breaks wp; (D) nothing i sub-
paragraph (A) lomits any otherwise available aiuthor-
ity of a public housing agency to evict a tenant for
any volation of a lease not premised on the acl or
acts of violence in question against the tenant or a
member of the tenant’s howschold, provided that the
public housing ugency does not subject an individual
who s or has been a vietim of domestic violence, del-
rng violence, or stalking to « more demanding stand-
ard than other tenants o deterinining whether fo
eret or termunate; (1) nothing in subparagraph (A)
may be construed to lanit the authority of @ public
housing agency to lermanate the tenancy of wny len-
ant of the public housing agency can demonstrate an

actual and tavminent thyeat to other fenants or those
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employed at or providing service to the property if
that tenunt’s denancy is nof termanated; oand ()
nothing in this section shall be constined to supersede
any provision of any Federal, State, o local law that
provides greater protection than this section for vie-
tomns of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalk-
g and

(5) by inserting at the end of subsection (t) the
Jollmeing new subsection:
“lu) CERTIFICATION AND CONFIDENTIALITY.—

“(1) CERTIFICATION. —

“(A) IN GENERAL—A public housing agen-
cy vesponding to subsection (1) (5) and (6) may
request that an individual cevtify e o 1HHUD
approved cevbification form that the dividual
15 a vietom of domestic violence, dating violence,
or stalking, and that the incident or wneidents in
question are bona fide tncidents of such actual or
threatened abuse and meet the requiarvements set
Jorth in the aforementioned paragraphs. Such
certification shall tnelude the name of the peirpe-
trator. The andividial shall provide such certifi-
cateon awrthen 14 business days after the public

honsing ayency requests such certification.
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“(B) FAILURE T¢  PROVIDE  CERTIFI-
CATION.~—If the andividial does not provide the
certification within 114 business duys after the
public housing agency has requested such. certifi-
catwon in aertting, nothing in this subsection, oy
m paragraph (5) or (G} of subsection (1), may be
coustrned to linvd the authortdy of the public
housing agency to evict any tenant oy lawful oc-
eupant that commats violations of a lease. The
public housing agency may extend the 14-duy

deaddline at its diserelion,

“(C) CONTENTS ~—An individual may sal-
wfyy the certification vequivement of subpara-
graph. (A) by—

“0) providing the requesting public
howsing agency with docwmentalion signed
by an employee, agent, or volunteer of a vie-
Lo service provider, an attorney, or a med-
wal professional, from awhom the victim has
sought assistance i addiessing domestic vi-
olence, dating violence, or stalking, or the
effects of the abuse, n which The profes-
stonal atlests wnder penalty of peviury (28
U.S.C1746) to the professtonal’s belief that

the tncident or incidents n question are
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bona fide incidents of abuse, and the victim
of domestic vwlence, dating  violenee, or
stallvng has swyned or attested to the docu-
tnentation; or
Y1) producing o Federal, State, t1ib-
al, tervitorial, o local police or court
record.
“(D) LonrartoNn—~Nothing in thes sub-

section shall he constyued to requive any public

housing agency to demand that un individual

produce official docwmentalion or physical proof

of the individual’s status as o vietim of domestic
wolence, dating violence, or stalking wn ovder to
vecetve any of the benefits provided an this sec-
tion. At the public housing ageney’s discretion, a
publie housing agency may procide benefits o
an wnduidual based solely on the ndividual’s

statement or other corroborating evidence.

“(E) PREEMPTION —Nothing in this section

shall be construed fo supersede any provision of

any Fedeval, State, or local law that provides

greater protection than this sectwm for victims of

domestie wiolence, dating violence, or stalking.
“CF) COMPLIANCE NOT SUFFICIENT TO CON-

SHIreTE EVIDENCE OF UNREASONABLE ACT.—
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Compliance with this statute by « public housing
ageney, or assisted housing provider based on the
cerfification specified in subparagraphs (A) and
(B) of this subsection or based solely on the vie-
tin’s stufement or ofther corroborating evidence,
(s permitted by subparagraph (1) of this sub-
sectuon, shall not alone be sufficient to constitute
evidence of an unreasonable act or omussion by
a public howsing agency or employee  thereof.
Nothing m this subparagruph shall be construed
to timdt Dability for fiilurve fo comply with. the
requirements of subsection (1)(5) und (6).

“(2) CONFIDENTIALITY.—

“(A) IN GENERAL—AN information pro-
vided to any public housing agency pursuant fo
prvagraph (1), ncluding the fact that an tndi-
vidwal s o victim of domestic violence, dating

violence, or stalling, shall be retained n econ-

fidence by such public housing agenecy, and shall

neither be entered into any shared databuse nor
provided o any related entity, except to the ex-

tent that disclosure s

“(r) requested or consented to by the

wndrvidual wn writing;
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“(i) requived for use in an eviction
proceeding ander subsections (1){(5) or (6);
0r
“(itr) othereise requived by applicable

L.

“(B) NoTirrcArioN.—Public housing agen-
cres  wist  provide  notice to tenants  assisted
wunder Section 6 of the United States Housing
Act of 1937 of their rights under this subsection
and subsections (D(5) and (6), including their

right to confidentiality and the limils thereof.

“(3) DEFINITIONS —For purposes of this sub-
section, subsection (c)(3), and subsection (1)(5) and
(1)—
“(A) the term ‘domestic violence’ has the
same meaning gioen the term in section 40002
aof the Violence Agasnst Women Act of 1994;
“(B) the term ‘dating violence” has the same

meaniivg given the term

“(C) the term ‘stalking” means
“CI) to follow, pursie, or repeatedly
commiet acts with the wntent to kIl injure,

harass, or antunidate; or
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“(I) to place under surveillanee with
the wntent Lo kAl dngure, harass, or intini-
date another person; and

“lir) o the course of, or as a rvesult of,
such follovwnrng, pursudt, swiveillunce, or re-
peatedly committed acts, to pluce a person
e veasonable fear of the death of, or serous
bodily wngury to, or to cause substantial
ermotional harm to—

“(1) that person;

“(I1) a member of the immediate
Jamily of that person; o

“(H)  the spouse or intimate
partner of that person; and

“UD) the term “tmmediate fumily membey’
weans, with vespect to a person—

“1) a spouse, parent, brother or sister,
or chald of that person, or an individual to
whom that person stands an loco parentis;
or

“fir) aawy other peyson liing wn the
household of that person and related to that

person by blood and marriage.”.
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